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A Brief History of the Tiffin Historic Trust in Celebration 
of its 40th Anniversary
In the fall of 1976, during 
the nation’s celebration of 
its Bicentennial, a group of 
citizens met at the Tiffin-
Seneca County Public 
Library.  Harold Hossler 
presided at the meeting 
during which Kenneth 
E. Davison, chairperson 
of the local Bicentennial 
Commission, made the 
motion to create a new 
organization, the Tiffin 
Historic Trust.  In mid-
October 1976, William D. 
Fletcher, Mary Lewis, and 
Barbara J. Howe signed the 
Articles of Incorporation.
The stated purpose of 
the organization was 
to “promote historic 
preservation in Tiffin by 
meetings, publications, 
tours or whatever other 
means may be chosen 
by the corporation.”  
The articles stated it 
would be a non-profit 
organization, with the goal 
of raising funds through 
grants, donations, etc., 
in order to promote and 
develop a total plan for 
the preservation and 
restoration of Tiffin, and 
to work with all interested 
groups or individuals to put 
this plan into effect.   
Since its founding in 1976, 
the Trust has done the 
following: 
• Compiled an inventory 

of Tiffin’s public and 
private buildings; the 

entries were submitted 
to the State and National 
Register of Historic Places. 

• Funded and had the city 
install signs designating 

the Historic Districts 
within Tiffin.

• Worked with college 
interns who prepared 
studies of Tiffin 
Architecture.

• Influenced a streetscape 
project that led to the 
Court Street design with 
a booklet published with 
grant support.

• The Court Street 
Extravaganza event 
led to the creation of a 
Tiffin Heritage Festival 
with architecture as the 
theme.

• Submitted a bridge design 
to the Ohio Department 
of Transportation and 
convinced them to install 
historically compatible 
replacement bridges over 
the Sandusky River in 
Tiffin.  

• Sponsored architectural 
workshops, seminars and 

conferences, including 
two Building Doctor 
Clinics.

• Prepared various 
publications, including 

a set of walking tour 
brochures focusing on 
Tiffin neighborhoods, 
sidewalks, streets and 
alleys.

• Created a revolving fund 
to assist owners with 
their restoration needs.

• Established the Annual 
Dinner Meeting in 
May, during National 
Preservation Week/
Month.

• Created the Annual 
Preservation Awards 
program.

• Applied for Tiffin to be 
an early “Main Street” 
community and narrowly 
missed being selected, 
until it was achieved in 
2016!

• Wrote a design review 
program for downtown 
Tiffin; although not 
accepted, Tiffin did 
eventually implement 

similar legislation.  
• Accepted the bequest 

of the Grammes-Brown 
House from the late 
Rosina Brown, restored it 
to its Victorian grandeur, 
and now use it as its 
headquarters and for 
events.

• Purchased a threatened 
downtown building 
and later found a retail 
business buyer for it, thus 
saving it from destruction.

• Arranged for the cleaning 
of the William Harvey 
Gibson statue in front of 
the Courthouse.

• Fought to preserve major 
architectural buildings 
within Tiffin, including the 
East Junior High School/
Old Columbian building, 
and the 1887 Courthouse.

• Assisted with the 
preservation of the Spiva-
Manley House. 

• Hosted tours of historic 
homes and the annual 
Holiday House tour.

• Created a series of 
wooden replicas of 
historic buildings made by 
the Trust volunteers.  The 
replicas, along with note 
cards, were an important 
fundraising project for 
many years.  

• Held summer garden 
tours, and Victorian teas 
as fundraisers.

• Established a series of 
“Behind the Façade” 
tours featuring downtown 
businesses that have 
done restoration work on 
their buildings.



Spirits Are Among Us At The Grammes-Brown House!
On Aug. 20, 2016, the team from the Haunted Tiffin Ghost 
Walk — Lisa Swickard, Kerry Giebel and psychic Lindsey 
Lawson — investigated the Grammes-Brown House in 
preparation for the Halloween paranormal investigation 
and lockdown on Oct. 29.
Trust member Karin Brown also was with the team 
throughout most of the investigation. They found it to be 
one of the most active houses they have ever investigated, 
and during the evening were able to validate some of the 
occurrences experienced by other people. One of the first 
things Lindsey saw was a group of women in fancy dresses 
and big hats heading down the hallway to the dining room. 
Upstairs she saw a little girl who was giggling. She also 
sensed the presence of a little boy. In the child’s room, she 
heard a youngster say, “Tag! You’re it!”
During the investigation the team communicated with 
the spirits of the house with flashlights, EMF meters and 
dowsing rods.
There also was a lot of activity on Kerry’s spirit box. The 
spirit box scans radio frequencies so quickly that spirits 
can actually speak through it. The team asked whom they 
were communicating with, and a male voice distinctly said, 
“Peter.” After that, Lisa said, “Peter, you were a baker and 
a confectioner. What was your favorite thing to bake?” 

Again, a male voice was heard over the spirit box. It said: 
“Pie.” The dining room was the most active. The energy 
was explosive.
It was difficult to keep up with the flood of activity on the 
meters and the flashlights. Hopefully, Oct. 29 will reveal 
even more spirit presences in this amazing house.

Heritage Ohio’s “Placemaking” Workshop in Tiffin, November 9, 2016
On November 9, 2016, Tiffin 
will host a Heritage Ohio 
Placemaking Workshop 
“Economics of Aesthetics.”    
The sessions will focus on 
how to create a community 
environment that is 
responsive to the needs 
of the people who live 
there.  Tiffin’s Downtown 
Main Street Manager, Amy 
Reinhart, is among the 
presenters and will describe 
Tiffin’s Façade Enhancement 
Program.  Following the 
sessions on attracting 
investments, and designing 
memorable, appealing, 
friendly spaces, co-host, DS 
Architecture of Kent will lead 
a placemaking activity in 
which workshop attendees 
will learn what makes a place 
people friendly.
The workshop is part of 
the Main Street Quarterly 
Revitalization Series and is 
open to the public.  Tiffin 
residents interested in 
attending should be sure to 
indicate they are members 

of a Main Street Community.  
The seminar is being held 
on the second floor of the 
Knights of Columbus building 
located at 49 E Perry Street.
Additional information on 
“Placemaking”
Wikipedia defines 
placemaking “as a multi-
faceted approach to the 
planning, design and 
management of public 
spaces.  Placemaking 
capitalizes on a local 
community’s assets, 
inspiration, and potential, 
with the intention of creating 
public spaces that promote 
people’s health, happiness, 
and well-being.  It is political 
due to the nature of place 
identity.  Placemaking is both 
a process and a philosophy.”  

Retrieved, 2016-10-14.  
The Downtown Tiffin 
Strategic Growth & 
Development Plan | Tiffin, 
Ohio, May 2016 includes a 
section on “placemaking” 
among its goals.
https://senecasuccess.files.
wordpress.com/2016/05/
tiffin-gd-plan_05-17-16.pdf
Placemaking 
• Successful downtown 

revitalization programs 
have recognized the value 
of quality placemaking. 

• Communities that can 
reinvent themselves and 
provide great civic places 
for all demographics 
of people will gain a 
competitive advantage

 • Placemaking can create 

a stronger business 
district regardless of the 
business theme by linking 
destinations, landmarks 
and downtown amenities 
for an enhanced customer 
experience. 

• History can play a critical 
role in telling a story of 
place

• Well-designed and placed 
amenities can provide the 
“creature comforts” that 
are often overlooked.

 • A well thought out 
wayfinding signing 
system can add a level 
of sophistication to 
downtown while helping 
visitors navigate the urban 
environment. 

• Developing financing 
opportunities for the 
private sector to help 
fund placemaking 
enhancements is 
important to ascertain 
government is not the sole 
means of paying for these 
investments.

PLAN ON ATTENDING THT’s
ANNUAL CHILI SUPPER!

Members and friends of the Tiffin Historic 
Trust, are invited to our Annual Chili Supper 
held at the 
Grammes-
Brown House.

Please RSVP 
at 419-585-
2075 or just 
join us!



40TH Anniversary Open House 
A Great Success
With the intention 
of expanding 
awareness of Tiffin’s 
oldest preservation 
organization, the Tiffin 
Historic Trust board 
extended its invitation 
to the group’s 
40th anniversary 
celebration not only 
to its membership, 
but also to Tiffin’s 
local dignitaries.  With 
additional promotion 
from the Seneca 
Regional Chamber of 
Commerce and Visitor’s 
Services, Seneca 
Success an economic 
development blog, the 
Advertiser-Tribune and 
other local media, the 
event attracted several 
prominent officials, 
some of whom had 
never before been to the Grammes-Brown House.  They 
commented on the lovely restoration of the Grammes-
Brown House, and on the Historic Trust’s passion efforts at 
preserving the architectural history of the community.
Among those attending were State Representative, Bill 
Reineke, SIEDC President and CEO, David Zak, candidate 
for Seneca County Commissioner, Shane Thomas, Seneca 
Regional Chamber of Commerce and Visitor’s Bureau 
President and CEO, John Detwiler and his wife Linda.  
Founding Tiffin Historic Trust members Mary Lewis, and 
Kenneth Davison accompanied by his son, Robert, attended 
the party.  Former THT board president, Theresa Sullivan 
came with her husband, Tom.  
The board members were pleased at the attendance and look 
forward to seeing more of these special guests, and of its 
supportive members.

Teas Schedule Set 
For 2017 Season
Saturday 12:30 P.M., February 11, 
2017;  theme: Valentine’s Day
Saturday 12:30 P.M., August 12, 
2017; theme:  Rosina Stops By
Saturday 12:30 P.M., October 14, 
2017  theme:  Halloween

Tea Time Memories With 
Madam Mattie Ross Nisonger

New 
Website 
Launched
THT’s website 
has a new look! 
This up-to-date 
site is eas to 
navigate. You can 
find a Calendar 
of Events on the 
front page, view 
and download 
past issues of 
the Preservation 
Post. Tell your 
family and friends 
about it! If they 
are interested 
in joining Tiffin 
Historic Trust, they 
can download a 
membership card.
Happy browsing!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Tiffin Holiday House Tour
Sunday, December 4, 1 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
As usual, tour organizers Joan Martin and Nancy Cook have 
gathered an exciting selection of homes decorated for the 
holiday tour:
1. Grammes-Brown House 172 Jefferson Street
2. Empire Block, South Washington Street
3. Shirley Williams Home, 186 South Monroe Street
4. Doug Smith, 130 Sycamore Woods Lane
5. Rennsport Home, 135 Sycamore Woods Lane
6. Plotts-Zoeller Home, 69 Sycamore Woods Lane
Tickets for the tour will be available in advance at
Tiffin Ace Hardware, 1550 West Market Street (State Rt.
18) in Tiffin. Visitors can purchase a ticket on the day of
the tour at the Tiffin Historic Trust’s headquarters, the
Grammes-Brown House, 172 Jefferson St., Tiffin. The
map showing the tour sites is included with the ticket.
The donation is $10 per person. For further information
phone: Nancy at 419-447-0665 or Joan at 419-618-0698,
or check our website at www.tiffinhistorictrust.org or

Founding members: Bill Fletcher, Nancy 
Cook, Mary Lewis and Ken Davison



Our Mission
“ To promote historic preservation in Tiffin by meetings, 
publications, tours, or other means. To act as a non-profit 
organization to apply for and accept any grants that may 
be appropriate to further the cause of historic preservation. 
To promote and develop any plan for the preservation and 
restoration of Tiffin and to work with all interested groups 
and individuals to put this plan into effect.”

The Tiffin Historic Trust Welcomes You To 
Become A New Member!

I want to help preserve our architectural heritage. Please 
enroll me as a member in the following categories:

Annual Memberships:

o Individual $10 o Patron $50 
o Family $20 o Business $75 
o Sponsor $35 o Corporate $250

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AND RECEIVE A 25% 
DISCOUNT ON TEA EVENTS, AND RECEIVE OUR 
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER PLUS ATTEND OUR ANNUAL 
CELEBRATION DINNER.

Name  _____________________________________________

Address  _____________________________________________

  ________________________________________

Phone  ________________________________________

Email  ________________________________________

	 www.tiffinhistorictrust.com
P.O.	Box	333	 tiffinhistoric@att.net 
Tiffin,	OH	44883	 419-447-4789	

Tiffin Historic Trust Board of Trustees Officers
John Bing (President)

Jackie	Fletcher	(Vice-President)
Mark Levans (Treasurer)

Nancy Rubenstein (Secretary)

 Term Expiring 2016 Term Expiring 2017 Term Expiring 2018
 John Bing Jackie Fletcher  Rodney Morrison 
 Doug Collar Mark Levans  Karin Brown 
 Mary Lewis Cindy Kalnow  Vicki Ohl 
 Joan Martin David Selnik  Valeriya Stoyanova 
	 Nancy	Rubenstein	 Phyllis	Watts	 	 Ashley	Woodruff	
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