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You’re Invited
To Tiffin Historic Trust’s Annual Dinner

The Tiffin Historic Trust is pleased to announce its upcoming annual dinner and awards on Thursday, 
May 28, 2015. Our social gathering will begin at 6:00 pm with dinner at 6:30 pm. The keynote speaker will be Amy 

Reinhart, Downtown Development Coordinator of SIEDC.

Please RSVP by Thursday, May 21 to Nancy Cook, 419-447-0665, with your menu selection. The cost is $25.00 per person.

Entrées:
Parmesan Chicken Breast with Sage
Herb Encrusted Roasted Pork Loin 

Butternut Squash Ravioli with Sage Butter

Greens with Cranberries and Toasted Almonds (Creamy or Raspberry Vinaigrette) and Cheesecake

Downtown Tiffin Façade Enhancement Program Shows Results!
This program has been tremendously successful since the City Council approval on September 1st. The City of Tiffin put 
$50,000 in a reimbursement grant for buildings in historic downtown Tiffin. It is a 50% reimbursement up to $10,000 
covering tuck pointing of brick, doors, windows, awnings, painting roofing and fire escapes. In 2014, there were 10 
projects approved by the Architectural Board of Review. The total reinvestment in downtown Tiffin, spurred by this grant, 
is $110,416.86 to date. There was an additional investment of $40,000, bringing the total investment to $150,416.86 in 
approximately 3 months.

Clover Club Tavern and 
Eatery located at 266 
S. Washington St. Tuck 
pointing block near the 
base of the building, 
restoring the balcony on 
the second floor, repairing 
the roof, painting the front 
per historic colors, adding 
new awnings and repairing 
the two front doors. 
The total project cost is 
$10,730, the grant total 
will be $5365.

R. S. 
Financial 
with their 
building at 
49 S. 
Wash-
ington St. 
There are 3 
business at 
this 
location, 

Select Realty Group, Jim 
Homan Insurance and 
Home Savings Mortgage 
Center. They will be 
rebuilding the balcony. 
The original railing was 
found in the attic and it 
will be restored and put on 
the new balcony. The total 
project cost is $5970, the 
grant total will be $2985.

Carol Yeager’s building 
at 205-207 S. Washington 
St. The current business 
at this location is Greg 
Theis, DDS.  Awnings have 
been added on all upper 
floor windows as well as 
one large awning across 
the lower level.Repairing 
existing doors and 
painting. Tuck pointing 
of brickwork and roof 
repairs. The total cost of 

this project is $16,061.97, 
the grant total on eligible 
repairs will be $6,130.99.

S&E Rentals 
with their 
property at 
136 S. 
Washington 
St. The 
current 
business at 
this location 
is the Tiffin 

Sewing Machine Service.  
Repairing the roof, 
replacing the front window 
to match the existing and 
repair the existing door. 
The total cost of this 
project is $3970, so the 
grant total will be $1985.

see Facade on inside



Congratulations 
Ken Davison

City of Tiffin 
Office of the Mayor

Proclamation
WHEREAS, the history of Tiffin is embodied in its highly treasured historic 
late nineteenth century buildings, making it unique among most other 
Ohio cities; and

WHEREAS, the Tiffin community recognizes how historic preservation is 
leading a revitalization of downtown Tiffin; and WHEREAS, the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation, through its National Main Street Center, 
works to establish guidance for creating historic preservation cities. This 
program has spurred the rehabilitation of older buildings, generating 
new investment, new jobs and new businesses. Every dollar used in Main 
Street Center programs leverages an average of $18 in new investment. 
Tiffin became a local Main Street Affiliate in 2014; and

WHEREAS, Kenneth E. Davison has been a champion of historic 
preservation in Tiffin for over thirty years through his leadership of the 
Tiffin-Seneca USA Bicentennial, state and national History Day, leadership 
with local and regional historic organizations and museums, leading 
Heidelberg University American Studies students in various surveys and 
projects promoting Tiffin history and architecture, his leadership of the 
Tiffin Historic Trust, and his authorship of books and articles on Ohio 
history and President Rutherford B. Hayes; and

WHEREAS, with Kenneth E. Davison’s encouragement, the City of Tiffin will 
celebrate Edward Tiffin’s 250th birthday in 2016 and the City of Tiffin will 
celebrate its two hundredth anniversary in 2022; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Aaron Montz, Mayor of the City of Tiffin, do hereby 
proclaim May 1-31, 2015 as the

Kenneth E. Davison Historic Preservation Month

and call upon the people of Tiffin to recognize the importance of historic 
preservation in Tiffin.

Done under my hand this twentieth day of April in the Year of our Lord 
Two Thousand and Fifteen.

Aaron Montz, Mayor of the City of Tiffin, Ohio

Garden Tour Set 
For June 14th, 1pm-5pm - Rain or Shine
Tickets may be bought the day of the tour at The 
Grammes-Brown House, 172 Jefferson St. 419-618-
9728 or earlier at Tiffin Ace Hardware, 1550 West Market 
Street. Tickets are $10.00 per person (under 10 years are 
free). A wonderful family event!

1  Grammes-Brown House  -  172 Jefferson Street
2  Herb and Paula Crum - 176 Jefferson Street 
3  Ed Goshe  -  26 Clinton Avenue
4  Janet Del Turco - 390 South Jefferson Street
5  Craig and Jennifer Buskirk - 3924 N. St. Rte. 101

Thanks to everyone who has made this garden tour 
possible. Especially, a huge thank you to the garden 
owners who so generously shared their creative and 
beautiful gardens with us.

Amy Reinhart to Speak At Tiffin 
Historic Trust’s Annual Dinner

Amy Reinhart is the Downtown 
Development Coordinator at the 
Seneca Industrial and Economic 
Development Corporation. Amy has a 
bachelor’s degree in architecture and 
experience in downtown development. 
Amy understands the importance of 
the small business owner, of property 
owners, of events and projects in the 

downtown, and supports and understands the Main 
Street approach. Prior to joining SIEDC, Amy was a 
Program Coordinator with Leadership Seneca County 
and facilitated a drafting course for the Engineering 
Department of University of Toledo. She also worked for 
SSOE, an engineering and architectural firm, and led the 
Young Architect’s Forum as President.

Heidelberg Student Wants 
Restoration

Kelly Devine is an Honors 
Program student at 
Heidelberg University. A 
music major, Kelly was 
instantly fascinated with the 
Octagon House when she 
first saw it on her way to 
her music classes in nearby 
Brenneman Hall on campus. 
Kelly recently completed her 

Honors capstone project in developing an action plan 
for the restoration and reuse of this fabled and historic 
structure on the Heidelberg campus.

Here is Kelly’ s project abstract:

There are many opportunities in life where we begin a 
project knowing nothing about it and must find a way to 
reach a successful outcome. This is a creative research 
project designed to discover the information required 
to formulate an action plan to renovate the Octagon 
House at 297 East Perry Street in Tiffin, Ohio. The project 
entailed research about the original status and function 
of the house, what the purpose of the house would be 
once renovated, and the requirements for the renovation 
such as: cost, measurements, personnel, length of 
time required, architectural standards, and removal of 
hazardous materials. Much of this research has been 
done through one-on-one interviews with people who 
have personal and professional connections to the 
Octagon House. This project has revealed just how large 
an undertaking renovating a historical building is and how 
many constituent groups must be involved in helping a 
project of this magnitude succeed.

Kelly hopes to continue her research in the coming year 
hoping that her project will bring renewed interest in 
Octagon House and insuring its restoration as a vibrant 
place at Heidelberg and in the historic Tiffin landscape.



TIFFIN HISTORIC TRUST
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR

JULY 1, 2015-JUNE 30, 2016
ACTUAL PROPOSED

BUDGET 9 Months BUDGET
2014-2015 2014-2015 2015-2016

RECEIPTS
Annual Meeting $900 $0 $1,000
Brown House Rent $5,025 $3,375 $5,700
Donations/Memorials $1,000 $1,910 $2,000
Dues $1,000 $940 $1,200
Fundraisers $3,000 $3,075 $3,000
Sales $0 $70 $0
Bank Fees Reimbursed $0 $73 $0
Brown House Events $2,000 $1,045 $2,000

TOTAL RECEIPTS $11,150 $10,488 $14,900

DISBURSEMENTS
Endowment $0 $0 $1,800
Annual Meeting $1,200 $0 $1,200
Brown House $4,000 $4,737 $5,300
Donations to Others $0 $0 $0
Dues to Others $100 $0 $100
Events $300 $157 $400
Fundraisers $200 $153 $200
Legal-Accounting Fees $800 $834 $700
Marketing $250 $0 $200
Newsletters $100 $16 $100
Postage/Box Fee $300 $117 $300
Insurance $3,000 $2,646 $3,000
Board Expenses $100 $10 $100
Office Expenses $500 $13 $300
Historic Properties $100 $0 $1,000
Workshops $200 $105 $200

TOTAL 
DISBURSEMENTS $11,150 $8,788 $14,900

BUDGET COMMITTEE: Kenneth Davison, Margaret Gillikin, Mary Lewis, Treasurer

adding storm windows 
to the lower level and 
replacing the front door. 
The total project is $6538, 
with the remaining funds, 
they will receive $2719.72.

As of mid- December, 
the Façade Enhancement 
Program funds were 
depleted. There have been 
four additional inquires 
about the program from 
Michael Pinkston owner of 
Phoebes Healthier Options 
at 138 S. Washington 
Street, Merre Phillips owner 
of 174 S. Washington 
Street, New Housing 

Ohio owner of 66-68 S. 
Washington Street and 
an additional project for 
the Knights of Columbus 
at 49 E. Perry Street. The 
2015 applications will 
be reviewed on a first 
come first serve basis 
beginning in January. This 
grant has been met with 
a great response and it is 
just the beginning of the 
revitalization in downtown 
Tiffin. With this kind of 
momentum, imagine 
where we will be in a 
few years!

WFR Real Estate, Inc. 
with their property at 
144 S. Washington St . 
The current business at 
this location is Bookmyer 
Printing. Replacing the 
6 front windows with 
detailed muttons to match 
the existing windows, 
painting the cast iron 
cornice and sills to match 
historic colors and they will 
be wrapping the window 
trim in aluminum. The 
total cost of this project 
is $24,958.13, the grant 
total will be $10,000. This 
applicant also invested 
and additional $40,000 on 
the Madison Street side of 
the building.

Robyn Vicek purchase this 
property at 10 Riverside 
Drive. It is the new location 
of Vicek Orthodontics. 
Repairs have been made 
to the EIFS on the exterior 
of the building where 
there is water damage and 
it will be painted to match 
the existing color. A new 
glass door will replace an 
existing door and she will 
also be repairing the glass 
panel sign on the property, 
but signage is not covered 
by the grant. The total 
cost of this project is 
$18505.18, the grant total 
(without the sign) will be 
$9050.

JVC 
Properties, 
Ltd with the 
property at 
65-71 E. 
Market St. 

Bennett will be replacing 
the 10 windows on the 
second and third floors of 
this property. The total 
cost of this project is 
$18,000, the grant total 
will be $9000.

W.C. Felton Agency, 
Inc. with their building 
at 51 S. Washington St. 
The current business at 
this location is United 
Insurance Service.
Replacing damaged 
fascia boards and gutter 
along with replacing the 
2 exterior lights on the 
building. The total cost of 
this project is $5239.58, 
the grant total will be 
$2619.79. 

Melissa Perry located at 70 
East Market Street. Melissa 
Perry Photography Studio 
will be painting the door 
and entryway as well as the 
window trim. She will also 
be adding new signage. The 
total cost of this project will 
be $444, including signage, 
which is not covered in the 
Façade Grant, so the grant 
reimbursement total will be 
$172.

Knights of Columbus 
building located at 49 
East Perry St. They will be 

Nominations for THT Board
Term expiring 2016: Joan Martin
Term expiring 2018: Karin Brown, Nancy Cook, Vicki Ohl, Valeriya 
Stoyanova, Ashley Woodruff
Officers for 2015-2016
President – John Bing
Vice President – Jackie Fletcher
Treasurer – Mary Lewis
Secretary – Nancy Rubenstein

Submitted by the Nominating Committee – Doug Collar, Nancy Cook, 
and Nancy Rubenstein

from Facade, front cover



Our Mission
“ To promote historic preservation in Tiffin by meetings, 
publications, tours, or other means. To act as a non-profit 
organization to apply for and accept any grants that may 
be appropriate to further the cause of historic preservation. 
To promote and develop any plan for the preservation and 
restoration of Tiffin and to work with all interested groups 
and individuals to put this plan into effect.”

The Tiffin Historic Trust Welcomes You 
To Become A New Member!

I want to help preserve our architectural heritage. Please 
enroll me as a member in the following categories:

Annual Memberships:

o Individual $10 o Patron $50 
o Family $20 o Business $75 
o Sponsor $35 o Corporate $250

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AND RECEIVE A 25% 
DISCOUNT ON TEA EVENTS, AND RECEIVE OUR 
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER PLUS ATTEND OUR ANNUAL 
CELEBRATION DINNER.

Name  _____________________________________________

Address  _____________________________________________

  ________________________________________

Phone  ________________________________________

Email  ________________________________________

 www.tiffinhistorictrust.com
P.O. Box 333 tiffinhistoric@att.net 
Tiffin, OH 44883 419-447-4789 

Tiffin Historic Trust Board of Trustees Officers
Jackie Fletcher (President)
John Bing (Vice-President)

Mary Lewis (Treasurer)
Nancy Rubenstein (Secretary)

 Term Expiring 2015 Term Expiring 2016 Term Expiring 2017
 Karin Brown John Bing Jackie Fletcher
 Nancy Cook Doug Collar Mark Levans
 Kenneth Davison Margaret Gillikin Ian Mertens
 Vicki Ohl Mary Lewis David Selnik
 Valeriya Stoyanova Nancy Rubenstein Phyllis Watts

FOLLOW US
ON FACEBOOK

P.O. Box 333
Tiffin, OH 44883-0333

Two Teas Set for 2015
You are cordially invited to tea

At the Grammes-Brown House, 172 Jefferson Street, 
Tiffin, Ohio.

• Saturday, August 15, 2015 (“Rosina’s Birthday Tea”)
• Saturday, October 17, 2015 (“A Goblin’ Good Time”)

At Half Past Noon.

Each tea includes a tour of the house and garden.
Suggested donation of $20 

RSVP to Nancy Cook, 419-477-0665. 


